
 
Understanding Substance Abuse and Facilitating Recovery: 

A Guide for Child Welfare Workers 
 
• Discusses the relationship of alcohol and drugs to families in the child welfare 

system 
 
• Provides information on the biological, psychological, and social processes of alcohol 

and drug addiction to help staff recognize when substance abuse is a risk factor in 
their cases 

 
• Describes strategies to facilitate and support alcohol and drug treatment and 

recovery 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
National Center on Substance Abuse and Child Welfare  

714.505.3525 • 714.505.3626 fax 
www.ncsacw.samhsa.gov • ncsacw@cffutures.org 

 
A service of the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA),   

Center for Substance Abuse Treatment (CSAT) and the Administration on Children, Youth and Families (ACYF)  
Children's Bureau, Office on Child Abuse and Neglect (OCAN). 

Available Online 
 
View or download Understanding Substance Abuse and 
Facilitating Recovery at the NCSACW website: 
 
www.ncsacw.samhsa.gov/files/UnderstandingSAGuide.pdf 
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Order Free Copies 

You may order printed copies of Understanding Substance Abuse and 
Facilitating Recovery from: 

• National Clearinghouse for Alcohol and Drug Information  
      Call 800-729-6686, or online at http://ncadistore.samhsa.gov/catalog 
      Select ‘Quick Find and Order,’ inventory number PHD1092  
 
• Child Welfare Information Gateway  
       Call 800-394-3366, or online at http://www.childwelfare.gov  
       Click on ‘Online Catalog,’ select ‘Title Index,’ and click on ‘U’     



  
Screening and Assessment for Family Engagement,  

Retention and Recovery (SAFERR) 
 

• Presents the SAFERR model for helping staff of public and private agencies respond 
to families affected by substance use disorders 

 
• Provides screening and assessment tools to help caseworkers make sound, timely 

decisions about the safety of children  
 
• Includes guidelines for communication and collaboration across the systems 

responsible for helping families 
 
 

National Center on Substance Abuse and Child Welfare  
714.505.3525 • 714.505.3626 fax 

www.ncsacw.samhsa.gov • ncsacw@cffutures.org 
 

A service of the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA),   
Center for Substance Abuse Treatment (CSAT) and the Administration on Children, Youth and Families (ACYF)  

Children's Bureau, Office on Child Abuse and Neglect (OCAN). 

Download SAFERR or Order Free Copies 
 
Download a PDF copy from http://www.ncsacw.samhsa.gov/files/SAFERR.pdf                          
 
Order printed copies from: 
 
• National Clearinghouse for Alcohol and Drug Information  
         - Call 800-729-6686 and ask for SAFERR, SMA 07-4261, or 
         - Order online at http://ncadistore.samhsa.gov/catalog - click on ‘Quick Find & Order’     
           and type ‘Screening’ in the ‘Title’ box 
 
• Child Welfare Information Gateway  
         - Call 800-394-3366 and ask for SAFERR, SMA 07-4261, or 
         - Order online at http://www.childwelfare.gov - click on ‘Online Catalog,’ select ‘Title      
           Index,’ and click on ‘S’  
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